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. }i¥ that up to‘t%¢ more months may be needed to

- feeuld'be concluded in four weeks, - /L

. ﬁﬁ;ateg ;nol; just inrong language, but in-two. Because;
- Ahe-wnly publis announcement a%out-the negotia: |

‘rthere: were two ‘formal sessions’ where Earle and

- #minutb-. presentations on a. particular issue. The
- rdelegations then broke for coffee or tea and split’

© j.eourses fornegatia

"

“Behind the Scenes

Complex Sessions

By Walter Pincus i
htl g wor g=s Washington Post Statf Writep -~ = o
{‘1;,* GENEVA, Dec. 5—At./12:30 Saturday afternoon,
;;,the h?ad of the- U.S. Strategic Arms Limitation
% Talks delegation, Ambassador Ralph T. Earle, met |
gfo: 90{minutes with Deputy Foreign Minister Vlad-
iimir Semenov, chief-of Soviet Union's SALT dele-
i_-’gatio; .at the U.S_mission.: . * "7 ©33%1.0 1f
¥ It Wias the ninth session ‘of the week for Earle,
< _§qmenpv~ or their delegation members, a clear sign
: of thefstepped-up pace of the SALT treaty negotia-
: tions. There - have been weeks in the' past. with only
¢ one- ol two sessions, and evenin, those past posie.
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_tions were merely restated, ..\ oo

¢ * A new SALT agreement would pick up where the
;.5-1972 SALT 1 treaty began.and build on the prin- |
Uciples "established. at the 1974--Vladivostok: meeting
cbetween former President Ford.and Soviet Presi-
;f:dent Leonid Brezhney, - & - EP
2 While most public attention generally focuses. on,
statements of-the national leaders, it is the coms-.
i-plex but seldom-publicized  work of the negotiating
;_teamsﬁm Geneva that actually bring diplomatic ef-
wforts such as-the'SALT treaties into being. © .~ A
7 Focos of the Geneva activities is the joint SALT
;d;af:_‘;ext. As of today ‘it is 52 pages long. It con-
sists of the proposed freaty, a protocol itemizing
zareas, where final treaty action is delayed, .and a.
wjcint;; statement . outlining - principles for . future
~SALT III negotiations, - =~ ST S
= Where the two parties disagree, both-sides’ ver-
:\sx,ons-;_are printed. In the English-language version,
wshe U7.S. position is printed first; in the Russian
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=version, the Soviet view comes first. - : .o S
T mThe task-before the delegations these days is to™
SSimplify the language. so that all that remains are’
Fpurely political .disagreements. These . would be:
‘ssettled ' under-present plans -at: one final summit’
:»z;?eeting between President Carter and Brezhnev. -

& =Within-the delegation the’ conservative estimate

sreach.a point where the joint text ig-ready for a.
-Jpossible summit, Other Spurces say. discussions here ;
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¢ It IS along, arduous task where éach word is de-*

_ﬁiqhs‘lféré 15°the single-séntéhce press release when
4 formal. session: is held, little Is"known of the
sactual ‘procedure: * ;. W Lon o T
2= Last week-~t6- givé' some hint: of “the process— |

‘Bemenoy,4as- délegation’ leaders, ‘made' formal” 30+]

Finto" informal one-on-cne discussion groups where:
ino records are kept, - R et ol ey 0N
. - LNy b

%-.The. latter sessions, called “bilaterals,” give each:

‘gide the opportunity # ask guestions about what

‘has been' presented@BriVRITY RERaRES0IAR/01/12 : (ide,RDESE 1/
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. "He exhibits'a more relaxed style. At Saturday’s,

_ & for a Defense Department position,

e

_ Théle sessions, U.S. delegation members say, pro-
vide the best chance to see where the Soviets may
bejwilling to change a position or are seeking claris
fication of something the United States may be of-
fering. .. T ol i

, Last Friday, a session of the drafting committee -
-tried to find a way to express an jdea about mis-
‘silds as exactly in Russian as it was continued in-

thd English version of the draft treaty. ’ —

ednesday the heads of delegation met for three
hoyrsiand en Thursday night, Earle and Semenov

‘dinkd together with their wives and conducted a bit
‘of pusiness between the social conversatiom. -~ . ]
v On Friday, the scientific members of fhe two.
‘delégations met together for an informal guestion -

and} answer ‘'session and an unexpected request by

Sertenov to meet Earle on Saturday ended the
ek ;o Ty e s
%" Although . both sides are under formal-instruc-,

‘tions'and the ‘meetings are highly structured, the

character and personalities of the delegation mem-~-

ihers, themselves play a-key roll. - - oo o 5

“ Semenov, 70, has run-the Soviet delegation since

SALT first began. Schooled in the formalities of

Jd jdiplomacy, he rarely makes a -statement. at.

Fformal-or informal sessions. without - first -eonsult-

he ‘hig'prepared motes, - -t o
-« w=Eatle; 50, heads the Geneva delegation instead of -
* Paul. Warnks, officially the chief SALT negotlator,”
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surprise session, Earle met Semenov in sportshirt
“8hd jacket, while the Soviat was carefully dressed
dn adark business suit, . - R
- Semenov rarely will reply to a statement made’
in @ formal session, particularly if it deals with
*tveapons. Earle,~a-former Defense ~Departuent.
_fficial; ‘understands the subject mafter and occas-.
~ionally. will break the formality of the session with .
_&n impromptu response. - R TR S TR TR e
% \Thd other. members of the U.S. delegation often.
" Jave their own approaches and in some cases their
wown principals back in Washington. They include: -
‘7 - Iit. Gen, Edward T. Rowny, an Army man, who
srepresents the Joint Chiefs of Staff. An outspoken
soriticjof haste in negotiations with the Soviets, he
i*f¢arsithe United. States too often trades away its
¢ backup posltions, allowing the Soviets to outwait .
i"the American negotiators. = ™7~ > SRl g
% . Gerald-Johnson' represents Defense: Secretary:
¥ Harold Brown'and is the scientist on the delegation.: |
EA former associate director of Livermore Labora--
“"tories; his career was spent directing.tests of nu-
3 elear weapons. Johnson seldom consults Brown who,
I' he says, named him as a “representative ofithe U.S..
¥ povernment” without specific instructions fo press.
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' - ® Frank Perez, a_career. niinister in tlxe"’"Féi‘éigﬁi-
'"Service, .represents the State Department and:
z serves as the delegation’s chairman for the drafting:
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7 ylsg ome from the CIA. Do LLw
i7" The Soviet delegation is structured along similar,
% Yines~-+* ll'—..'.'wﬂ.‘,.......a‘.-,-{a.l S e

- i7" 7The U.S. delegation prepares for p!enarji and other: |

«

i sesslons as a team. Papers to be presented are re«
{.viewed by each member. If there are disagreements,:
i they .are- presented to a backstop - commgittee in.
i“\Vashinglon, chaired by the Arms Contrel and Dis-;
\"rmament Agency. Above it, to handle any further:
I disagreement, is the Security Coordinating Commit-!
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